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by Terra Dunsmore and Monique McCready
Oakland Mills begins the 1995-1996 school
year with several changes. Among them is a

new principal, Mr. Marshall Peterson.

Peterson, who has replaced Mr. David Bruzga,
took over the job on July 1, 1995. Bruzga will
head the new High School in Long Reach
when it opens in August 1996. Peterson made
several changes which should make the school
year a promising one.

Although Mr. Peterson made a few changes
in the rules, Social Studies Deptartment Chair-
person Mr. Lamont Goode says Mr. Peterson,
“has not created new rules; he is simply en-
forcing rules that have been in the records for
years.” A few of these new rules are no
headwear, no food outside of the cafeteria, and
the non-committed learners policy.

The non-committed learners policy is en-
forced by several steps: 1. Teachers warn stu-
dents who sleepin class, refuse to participate...,
2. Teachers contact parents in attempt to re-
solve the problem, 3, Students will be referred
to guidance, 4. Students are sent back to class
with a note indicating commitment, 5. Fol-
low up action will occur if behavior contin-

Principal Peterson. photo by Christine
Caldaro

ues.

Mr. Peterson feels that the best thing about
being a principal is having “the opportunity
to see people being successful, both academi-
cally or athletically." Howeyver, he believes
some students put too. much emphasis on ex-
tracurricular activities. *A lot more money is
spent trying to promote entertainment than

education....The purpose of schoo] is acad
ics,” he said. ;

Peterson knows what it takes to make his
school successful, having held several posi-

tions at several schools since he began hisca-

reer in education in 1972, as a teacher at Wilde

‘Lake High School. In 1977 he moved to Cen-

tennial High, where he taught until 1983. Then
he became an assistant principal at Oakland
Mills until 1988, when he moved to
Hammond, serving as assistant principal. Mr.

Peterson then moved to Gateway as principal
for two years until he returned to Hammond :

as principal in 1991. Mr. Peterson stayed at

Hammond until his appomtment to Oakland

Mills in.1995.

“T have known Mr. Petersen for 24 years:*
He is ““aman of his word... integrity... he makes
no threats, but he keeps all promises” and his

“expectations for teachers and students are
very high,” said Mr. Goode. :

Business and computer teacher Ms. Diane
Ferary, said Mr. Peterson has “set a tone for

kids to learn.” Peterson is “really looking like

a strong principal,* continued Ms~ Ferarjz wb‘ér
-is overall “impressed.” ;

Clinton visits Howard County

by Rebecca Doob

Excitement surrounded Mayfield Woods
Middle School Wednesday, September 13, as
it became the first school in Howard County’s
history that the President of the United States
visited.

President Clinton, on a mission to promote
drug education in the schools, helped to launch
the middle school’s yearly red-ribbon cer-
emony. Red Ribbon Week, participated in
across the nation, is an effort to celebrate stu-
dents’ choice to lead drug and alcohol-free
lives. Students wear a red ribbon for the week
to publicly declare their commitment to the
cause.

The audience numbered nearly 2,000.
Among them were Mayfield students, their
parents, the faculty of Mayfield, and selected
visitors. Among those selected were Mrs.
Donna Cook, a guidance counselor at Oakland
Mills, and Dan Fingerman, a senior at OM.
Dan was chosen to attend the event as a repre-
sentative for the Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Advisory Board of Howard County. Mrs.
Cook was invited to attend as the spouse ofa
math teacher at Mayfield. She also had previ-
ously worked at Mayfield for two years and
felt “very proud to know that it was Cl:lC:SiI] at
the school that the President would visit.

Before entering the school area, each par-
ticipant was sent through a highly sms‘gve

detector. Passes wWere also checked to
i had been prewously
ensure that all who came

invited.

The wait for President Clinton's arrival was

[

Dan Fingerman shakes hands with the President during his visit to Ma)ﬁeld Woads
Middle School Wednesday, September 13, 1995. o : : e

filled with anticipation. Fortunately, it was
not long; the President’s helicopter was soon
brought in for a landing on Mayfield’s expan-

sive grounds. Once inside Mayfield, the Presi-

dent met with several Maryland and |
countywide elected officials.

~ No more than an hour passed before
Clinton came outside to address the crowd.
Along with himwere Attorney General Janet

Reno, Governor Parris Glendening, Lee -
Brown (director of the national drug p,o]icy),"; :
and the principal of Mayfield Woods, Mr. Jesse -

Smithi £7 LAt s

They were accompamed by Teml] Bnce, .

Mayfield student chosen for his admi bl
ekl ol
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Do welghted grades motivate students to learn?

by Josh Warner-Burke

AnAisanAisan A. Orisit? IfI take an
AP class and get an A, does it mean the same
thing as a GT student’s A? What about an
honors A? Is there any difference on your re-
port card, on the honor roll, or in your class
rank?

Does the Howard County School Board
mean to suggest that the grading scale is ab-
solute, that every teacher adjusts the level of
difficulty of their class so than an A is an A is
an A? If that’s what the Board means to say
by ignoring the trend of weighted grades, then
they are terribly naive and idealistic.

One of the great things about our school
system is the ability of any student to choose

the level of difficulty of his or her courses.
But many students decide against the tougher
courses because they know there is a good
chance the class will lower their GPA.

" So many, many students who could be re-
ally learning something instead of memoriz-
ing it don’t live up to their true potential be-
cause of the pressure to get good grades.

If our grades were weighted, it would take
some of the pressure off of students who
choose to take the most difficult courses in the
school. They could concentrate on learning,
which should be school’s most foremost goal.

Now I know some would say it’s an elitist
idea in its very conception. The argument is
that those students in GT classes have higher

IQ’s and don’t necessarily work harder than
those in regular or Honors classes. And there
is some truth in this; there are some students
who don’t work hard to get good grades, but
aren’t there similar students in most classes?
The majority of students in the highest
classes do work very hard. Even in our school,
which does not have weighted grades, there
are many students in the highest classes. But
their outstanding efforts are unrecognized by
everyone except perhaps their parents.
Isn’t it preferable that a student challenge

_themself rather than play the odds? I hope

that’s the attitude of the School Board, but by
its policy of unweighted grades, that’s not the
message it sends to students.

Shannon Faulkner: just a misguided feminist?

by Johanna Blakely
~ After her brief, traumatic stay at The
Citadel earlier this fall, Shannon Faulkner
is ready to try it again. Complaining that
she was “stranded, isolated, and hated” at
the archaic discipline-centered college, she
spent most of her time at the infirmary, ail-
ing of stomach pains.

After a two-and-a-half-year court battle,
she ultimately spent less than a week at the
institution. She claimed that the stress of

the court case and her lack of support on cam-
pus was the cause. Unfortunately, the truth is
that she was 20 pounds overweight, out of
shape, and in a place where she just does not
belong.

The Washington Post quoted her as say-
ing, "If other women were there, “I would defi-
nitely consider reapplying to finish my de-
gree... I do not want to be alone again.” She
also complained of having no one to talk to or
confide in. If she wanted a sorority, she should
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not have gone to The Citadel. However, now
17-year-old Nancy Millette, a senior at a North
Carolina military prep academy, is joining the
battle for women at The Citadel.

Why do these women want to go to The
Citadel, a men’s college, largely based on a
rigourous training program? What would pos-
sess anyone to go there, man or woman?

The school was established during the Civil
War to train young men for the enevitable com-
bat that they would have to face. Since then it
has turned out young, militant men with great
respect for tradition, but no idea about the
world around them.

‘When Faulkner arrived on campus, she was
ostracized, and received absolutely no encour-
agement from her superiors or her peers. This
she should have expected. Self-motivation is
quite necessary in such an environment. How-
ever, what was completely unexcusable was
the behavior of her fellow cadets, who made
posters, cheered, and celebrated when
Faulkner collapsed from exhaustion.

How disciplined could a group of young
men be if they are allowed to act this way in
reaction to a failure of a peer? Would they have
acted this way if Faulkner was a man? Obvi-
ously the ideals of the cadets have not changed
since the institution was founded. How can
we allow American youth to attend The Cita-
del when itis obvious that they are taught male
superiority instead of equality, and muscle and
firepower instead of intelligence and diplo-
macy.

Instead of preaching equality at The Cita-
del, Shannon Faulkner should preach the end
of this outdated institution, or at least suggest
that the school update its primeval moral code.
The Citadel had its time, but its time has long
passed; its present need is highly questionable.

A trial is set in November to decide if per-
haps a women’s leadership program at Con-
verse College would be an alternative for
women wishing to join the cadets at The Cita-
del. This is not an alternative; this is an in-
sult. This suggestion does not address the
problem; it simply dismisses it.

There will always be another Shannon
Faulkner attempting to force her way into a
male establishment, but sending her some-
where else is not going to alleviate the struggle.
Whether or not Shannon Faulkner was the
feminist to take on the Citadel is not the ques-
tion. The question is, why can't the US Mili-
tary establish an academy with equal oppor-
tunities for men and women?

Gaither earns
high praise

by LeeAnn Roberts :

During the past five years, Mr. Tim
Gaither, one of two OMHS media specialists,
has been one of the most appreciated techni.
cal professionals at Oakland Mills High
School. He helps students learn how to uge
OM’s computers.and comes to the assistande
of other staff members when they are having
technical problems.

“We couldn’t function without him!” en-
thusiastically declared OM’s data clerk, Ms.
Pat Glascow. “He helps the school with al]
computer jams.” Mr. Gaither also has come '
to the aid of guidance secretary Mrs. Betty
Pearson. The computer was crashing on her,
but Mr. Gaither calmly fixed the problem. “He
was very helpful and supportive,” she recalled.

Mr. Bob Siskind, physics teacher at OM,
expressed words of gratitude towards Mr.
Gaither. “He has had a heavy impact on the
way I teach due to new technology and has
also helped me to develop new lab equipment
for my classroom; Mr. Gaither is a real pro-
fessional.”

Mr. Gaither is also applauded in the front
office. “I don’t know what we did without
him,” remarked office bookkeeper Ms. Betty
Tennant thoughtfully. “He knows everything
about computers, and if there’s something he
doesn’t know, he’ll find out for you.” She also

commended his excellence with the students
of Oakland Mills.

Students at OM have come to compliment
Mr. Gaither as well. Senior Jessica Matthews
appreciates his usefulness in the computer lab.
A yearbook student recalls, “He’s always there
whenever I need help with any computer prob-
lems; all you have to do is ask.” Other stu-

dents have also taken note of this; “Mr. Gaither
is helpful whenever you get stuck on some-
thing and you can’t figure out what you are
doing,” sophomore Jennie Nagle agsﬁres. Mr.
Gaither received a special county award early
last summer for his excellent work with com-

puters.

Not only is Mr. Gaither the computer man;
he also substitutes in the front office as an as-
sistant principal. In any case, students and staff
always benefit from his knowledge and for-
bearance.




hThJS year brings
- new staff changes

b 7713 Sm'oll staff -
Socml studies teacher Ms. Haggard has a

double title this year. In addition to teaching -
World History in the mornings, she is now.

paﬂ'tlme gmdance counselor for OMHS stu- |

dents
She will deal with local papers, such as the

Columbia Flier and the Howard County Sec-
tiop of the Baltimore Sun, regarding accom-
plishments (both academic and athletic) of
Oakland Mills students and faculty. She also

works ‘with freshmen programs to ease the

transrtlon from middle to high school,

Inaddition, Ms. Haggard administers com-

munity service for students who need it to
 graduate. She came into this position when

an increasing number of counselors were put’

_ineach school. She completed her course work

Aive or six years ago and has assisted in guid-
£ ever since.

s1dcs Mrs. Haggard, there are many new

anges to the Oakland Mills High School

staff. These include custodian Ava Crosland

. and secretary Janet Ayres. Mr. John Lowe is

- now teaching English full-time. Other changes

_ to the staff include Daniel Warrington, an

- ESOL teacher and tutor; Marilyn Holland, the

new Spamsh teacher; and Bill McCarron, who

teaches Latin and Spanish.

- Mrs. Ayres came. to Oakland Mills after a

'tus

in nnddle

' haif Spamsh and half nmth grade Enghsh he
is now a full-time teacher of Engligh.
Mr. Warrington is no stranger to the

ared in Montreal, Canada, he is perfectly
smtedfor teachmg French wh1ch he has done
/ at oward High School. Then, there were no
~ more opemngs at Howard for French teach-
~ers, so he accepted a position as a teacher.of
English for 'Speakers of Other Languages
SOL). He is continuing his ESOL legacy

Warrington exuberantly replied, “I love

5. Holland came to Oakland Mills High
om Patuxent Valley Middle School,
e taught Spanish, French, Reading,
She now teaches Spamsh 2and,

During their sophomore year, former OM students Ethan Fmgerman ‘and K 'Iy :
Naylor dreamed of an engraved-brick patio that would let students and staff leave their |
‘mark at OMHS. Unfortunately, they graduated before their dream was realized. 0

The project fell on Betsy Renner, who turned the patio into a dream of her own:
After months of hard work, she came upon the final step: construction. A small,
hardworking group of students began construction August 22. “This is not the end,”

“quotes Renner exuberantly, “but a beginning.” The final result can be seen outside
the gym hallway entrance: names of students on bricks, radmtmg out from a Scatpwn o

Howard County School System. Born and

t OM. When asked about teaching at .

L centelpzece

Magnet program allows fulﬁllment
of ‘requlrements e

by Chnstme Caldaro

[ : Hodgi th : Mechamoal Drawmg teacher Both
- teachers are well qualified for the job; having

college degrees and: expenence in many de-
partments. .

The technology. Magnet program is a pro-
gram that offers many opportunities for. young

adults. There are two programs being offered.

at Eastern and River Hill High School..

The firstis the Career and Technology Prep
strand. “This is appropriate for students who,
upon graduation from high school, plan to seek

employment, acquire further training on the.

job, or enter-a two-year community college

program,” explained Mr. Hodge. The require--
ments for Career and Technology Prep strand:

is to be enrolled in at least Algebra 1 by the
ninth grade, Second, the University strand is
designed to prepare students for a four-year

~college or university program The require-

554 G

S dents there :

strategles and initiatives that will reach bagk. = ;;

into middle and elementary schools to ensure
students who display. interest and desire to

'pamc1pate in the Tech Magnet Program will

meet the reqmrements All high school stu-
dents have to meet the requuements of Basm
Rcsoarch Des1gns Method, Introduction to
Technology, Prmcrples of Technology, Com-
puter Appllcat]ons 172, and Problem Solvmg
using Pascal.

The Technology Magnet Program will open,

in 1997. Students enrolled receive a class
schedule dependmg on what their acquu'ed
cluster is. Students: also must receive all re-
quired credits in English, Math, Science, So-
cial: Studms, Physrcal Education, Heal Fme

ment for the Umversny strand is to be in Al- i g 4

gebra 2GT.

responded to ClansWorks by '
parts are rea]ly, rea]ly goo
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by David Elstein and Johanna Blakely

With the coming of a new principal, Mr.

Marshall Peterson, the students and faculty
at'OM have found new rules and policies to
be adopted.. Many of these changes are em-
braced fully, with the hope that stricter rules
are exactly what this school needs. But of
course change will always meet opposition,
and getting used to these changes will not be
easy, but administration and faculty feel that
the student body as a whole will benefit from
‘fthe changes in policy.
Changes in some cases are minor, but
there are some big changes. The rules are
even written in a different place than usual.
Some of the rules are still in that lengthy
packet, but many of the rules are in the Oak-
land Mills folder given to students on the first
day of school. This is due to the shortage of
paper and other materials that the school is
experiencing.

One of the minor changes has to do with
lunch. Not only does the first lunch shift have
to eat lunch at 10:15 (which was decided last
year), but students can no longer eat lunch
outside. Because of the trash problem and

the concern for the appearance of the school,
ffood is no longer aloud outside the cafeteria.
Students have a habit of leaving trash around
-Qthe building, and Mr. Peterson feels that the
campus should be kept clean so the commu-

at the Mill

Financial cutbacks affect

change life

nity will have a higher opinion of O.M.
Another new policy that Mr. Peterson has
introduced and feels strongly about is his
non-committed learners policy. This pertains
to those students who sleep in class, read non-
classroom related materials, and refuse to par-
ticipate. Even though this is a basic policy
of the county, Mr. Peterson thinks highly of
this rule and is willing to enforce it. Punish-
ment for first offense non-committed learn-
ers is a warning, fallowed by the contacting
of parents. If it persists you will be referred
to the guidance office and if it still occurs,
appropriate follow up action will be taken.

The goal of this policy is to rid our class-
rooms of those students who constantly im-
pede other on students’ learning. These “non-
committed leamers” do not allow their peers
to get the best education possible, and hope-
fully, with this new policy, school will go
back to being more learning based.

These rule changes, along with the new
drug policy, are stricter, but the school feels
that they may be the best thing for OM to
crack down on the major problems that give
this school a bad reputation.

Ultimately, these new rules are to raise
morale and school spirit, and to alleviate
some of the problems that the school should
not have to deal with.

OMHS

by Jeremy Magruder

As the 1995 School Year began, it became
very apparent that one thing was missing:
money. Yes, thanks to the budget-slashing at-
tempts of local governments, Howard County
public schools have once again fallen victim
to the ax. Large numbers of funds were re-
moved from school budgets, leaving teachers
and students high and dry.

The budget cuts affected Oakland Mills
High School in several ways. At the top of
the list is materials. Ms. Paula Micka, foreign
language department head, noticed, “We have
students that don’t even have appropriate text-
books. We even had to borrow books from
other schools!” In fact, the foreign language
department took the blow heavily, suffering
from a lack of not only books, but also educa-
tional videos and other important materials.

The Social Studies department also felt the
sting caused by a lack of materials. Depart-
ment Head Mr. Lamonte Goode commented,
“We would really like to have books and maps
updated.” Some textbooks throughout the
school are very literally bursting at the seams.
0ld, outdated editions of textbooks can be seen
in many comers of the school. But materials
is just the first of the problems associated with
k. cuthacks.

& 2ffing was also affected by the budget
reductions. Ms. Micka noticed, “We certainly
have enough classes to have another foreign
language teacher.” Many other teachers from
other departments also noticed this problem.

The explanation is that students are taking
more classes because of the four-period day,
so more teachers are needed to cover the
classes. But new teachers were not hired. As
a result, there are many classes stuffed with
34 or 35 students, or as many as the county
will allow, in the case of nonacademic classes.

Technology was affected as well. This year,
essential software and technological improve-
ments were not purchased, thanks to the
hacked-apart budget. Even some supplies that
were already purchased had restrictions placed
upon them. One such supply is the copying
machine. Each teacher must keep use of the
copying machine very limited. This restric-
tion was placed on the copying machine be-
cause each time that it is used an impression
is placed upon it. These impressions build
up, and eventually parts need to be replaced.
The current budget cannot afford that.

However, this is not the first year that bud-
get reductions have affected Oakland Mills.
The first of these changes occurred three years
ago. Starting then, the county stopped paying
for any substitute teachers beyond an allotted
number. Teachers could no longer take as
many field trips as they deem essential because
Oakland Mills would have to pay for the sub-
stitutes. Junior Tim Pumplin commented that
without field trips, “We don’t get to go any-
where or learn things about all thé wonderful
experiences in life.”

Other schools face similar problems

throughout the country.

by David Elstein
Oakland Mills is on its way to become a

drug-free school. That is the goal PdnciPal
Mr. Marshall Peterson, who became thfa prin-
cipal of OMHS July 1, is trying to attain.

This process began late summer. The Fri-
day prior to the students’ arrival for the first
day of school on Monday, a panel of student
representatives talked to the faculty abo.ut chtug
use at Oakland Mills. The representatives in-
cluded drug-free students as well as students
who have experience with drugs. Warning
signs of drug users and how they get out of
class, together with tips to teachers and ad-
ministrators in dealing with such abusers, were
among the panel’s primary concerns.

by Josh Warner-Burke

The teacher’s voice drones on but the only
thing on the students’ minds is how cold it is.
They dream of the warm, 70-degree air out-
side. But they are stuck, shivering, in a build-
ing with few windows and a climate-control
system that gives them 65 degree and below
temperatures.

There is a problem with the temperature in
the building. Some, perhaps most, classes are
colder than they should be. When asked
whether climate control is a problem, English
Teacher Ms. Arlene Kutz responded, “Of
course.” She elaborated by saying, “it defi-

nitely affects learning. It’s hard to pay atten-

tion when you are shivering.” Mr. Cornelius
Freeman, a vice principal, agreed: “I think
everybody’s been concerned about the envi-
ronment in the building.” What OM students
don’t know, however, is why it is so cold in
this building.

It started when the school was built in the
early 1970s as an open-space building. Basi-
cally, there were few walls in order to pro-
mote a more open feeling, as the name im-
plies. This system was eventually condemned
because every classroom was too loud. So
minor renovations were done to the school
throughout the '80s, and some major ones took
place in the early '90s to make it what it is
today, enclosed smaller classrooms.

This is where the story becomes a bit
murky. According to most teachers and ad-
ministrators at Oakland Mills, including Mr.
Peterson and Mr. Freeman, the heating and
cooling system was not adequately renovated
when we went to an enclosed design. Accord-
ing to Mr. Tom Kierzkowski, Director of
School Facilities in Howard County, “, . .
changes were made to the heating and air-con-
ditioning system to accommodate the class-
room enclosures,”

Mr. Kierzkowski also claims, “There’s a
clear guideline by the Board of Education
which explains that the temperature should
range between 70 degrees for heating and 80
degrees for cooling,” and that “if, for any rea-
son, the temperature does £0 out of the rec-
ommended range, the Maintenance Depart-

ment is notified by the school administration

or custodial staff, and a technician

Tes]
to the request.” Ponce

But classrooms at our high school fall be- [the 3
low that range. Actually, the temperature in /

“OM introduces nef‘i
drug policy

Teachers learned exactly where the
use drugs ranging from the parking I
hill adjacent to Oakland Mills.

Many students on the panel mentioned:
anumber of teachers don’t “care.” They
however, that some teachers do show tha
care, but too many appear 1ot to care
they highly suspect a student is using d

The faculty did listen hard becau
wanted to hear what the students had
At the end of the students’ presen
faculty gave a standing ovation.

The teachers seem to be listening
patrolling the parking lots and getting si
in the hallways. T

the summer, according to Ms. Donna Bi
Building Supervisor. But even still, now ;
during the winter months, the temperature
ten falls below 68 degrees. There are se
explanations for this. <t
First, there have been no complaints
year. Ms. Burton had heard nothing al
English Department being cold until re
began for this article. The reason for
writer can only attempt to understan:
cording to Ms. Kutz, “We’ve all compl
enormously [in past years].? It
though teachers have
istration, be it of this school or the coun
its ability to respond to their complair
Mr. Freeman expressed exasperation
situation wherein “one teacher complair
too cold, so you set it warmer; the;
another complaining that it's too ho
Judy Pasquantonio, Instructional Assi:
added that Mr. Freeman has to deal w1
“bureaucracy” of the school system, an
sometimes a complaint won’t be dealt wi
a long time, or sometimes what Mainte
considers “dealt with” is only a qui
Mr. Freeman acknowledged that we
a new system. He understands tha
would probably be exorbitant, but
think that it would be worthwhile
Peterson acknowledges the need forat
tem as well, but, “It’s all a functio
and it’s all a function of availa
He went on to talk about
resources that pressure the School §
money. e
Ms. Pasquantonio believes
this building have done all they can
ing to her, not much will get ¢
problem until the PTSA gets in
man seconds her conclusion,
exhibit his point. At Cente :
administration complained to t
traffic light was needed outsi
and their requests were ignor
a student was killed |
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99 gathered for orientation, on the mommg
_of August 24th. There are 301 of them, one of
the Jargest freshman cla.sses in Oakland Mills
: hism")"-

Over a third of the Class of '99 are enrolled
in talent pool English. Seventy-eight of them
also are taking World History Honors, and
forty- five are enrolled in GT. They are study-
ing a wide variety of languages including

French, Spanish, Latin, and Italian. Many of

them are on the advanced level (level 2 or
above), and a large number of those on level
I are taking honors.
A strong point among this year’s freshman
_seems to be science. ‘An amazing 88 fresh-
man are enrolled in biology, 25 of whom are
in honors and 56 in GT. There are 38 students
enrolled in Earth Science GT, and almost one
_ third of the freshman class take Geomet

freshmen class

Honers or Algebra I GT.

This should prove to be an excellent year
at the Mill for IV sports with over 45 percent
of the freshman class either currently playing
a fall sport or planning to play a sport in the
winter or spring.

A'talented bunch, the Class of 99 will defi-
nitely add a lot to the Mills' performing arts
department, with many very talented singers,
dancers, and actors. Many clubs should also
see a nice boost in attendance this year.

As for their impressions, most freshmen
are excited and optimistic about being a part
of the Mill, despite the fact that this year a
brand new experience for them. “This place
is awesome!” exclaimed Carmen Ball. Many
of them also like the idea of having a different
type of schedule. ‘I really like the fact that I
don’t see the same teachers every day,” com-
mented David Mason.

Freshmen adjust to hlgh
school academics

by Jean Beaman
~ Although the 301 members of the fresh-
men class will definitely be challenged aca-
~ demically at OMHS this year, they appear to
beprbpared for the competition They are ad-
ing to the four period day and advanced
classes surprisingly well.
“If you have homework on an A day, you

:t_he_schednle, he hkes it.

| are taking a variety of classes,

in GT, honors, or regular levels. These classes
include Biology 1 GT, English 9 GT, English
9 Regular, English 9 Honors, Earth Science
Honors /GT , Algebra GT, World History GT.
Students are also active in foreign languages,
such as Spanish, German, and French.

Freshmen are also taking many different
electives this year. With the four-period day,
9th grade students have a choice of another
class besides their other academic classes.
Many of them have decided to fulfill their fine
arts or tech. ed. requirement.

The initial fears are present with some

'09 hits right tr

by Miguel Rodriguez

One of the main extracurricular activities
in which freshmen participate is JV fall sports,
including football, boys' and girls' soccer, and
field hockey.

Among the most popular in high school
sports is football. “I’ve been waiting a long
time to be able to play football for the Oak-
land Mills team,” comments captain of the
JV team TJ Welch. Football seems to get the
highest attendance to games and is the sport
played at the Homecoming game. The only
real turnoff is the fact that there is not a girls
football team. “I really wish that more sports

- fwere coed;” comments exasperated freshman

Jamie Sauer, who is also the goalle for the w

<A Field Hockey-team;—-

Another attention-grabbing sport is soccer.
Parents of soccer players are very supportive
of their sons and daughters. It is also a very
challenging sport to get into shape for. “Their
not going to have much fun the first two
weeks,” explains JV coach RicK'Bantz. “Play-
ers will spend most of the time running a few
miles uphill in order to get in shape.” Fresh-
_jman Marcos Rodriguez comments, “It’s real
hard work, but I have fun whenever we play.”

Of course the girls JV team has begun with
Ms. Judy Pasquantonio as coach. -“I have a

good crop of freshmen girls this year,” ob-

9th graders find time for.
extracurriculars

serves Ms. P, “. . . although in small numbers;
1 think they will be a good addition to the girls
program here at Oakland Mills.” The fresh-
men on the team are glad that some sports at
OM, like soccer, have a team for girls. .

Another sport getting the attention of Oak-
land Mills' female freshmen is Field Hockey.
Some anonymous freshmen were worried
about playing this sport because of its frequent
violent occurrences. “I got hit in the face with
a stick,” said JV player Dawn Christianson
pointing to a bruise below her eye. But for most
girls, this is a great chance to be part of the
team. “Ilike playing field hockey,” said Jen-
nifer Keast. “ It was easier for me to meet
people at a new school”

Sports have always been great after schooI'
activities for students of every grade. Fresh-
men in particular love to take place in some
activities that were not available in their
middle schools.

The variety of sports offered in high school
is one of the primary ways students, includ-
ing freshmen, escape some of the pressures of | |
everyday life.

Further, OMHS parents of both male and
female freshmen are very supportive, espe-
cially in attending home and away games, and
meets, selling refreshments at the concession

freshmen, but many of their fears were as-
suaged when a large number of freshmen, to-
gether with their parents and other family
members, attended freshmen orientation.
Although Freshmen Lindsay Wishnick of
Mrs, Virginia Curtis's 9th Honors English class

finds her-teacher "strick and demanding," and

despite Mrs. Curtis's observations that fewer
freshmen are taking GT and Honors classes,
the class of '99's overall readiness is high.

‘Freshman Class President Dana Weeks de-

clared that at first she disliked the long class
period, but now she enjoys getting more work

stand, and in cheering the teams on to victory.

done. : .
And what are these freshmen like? Just ask
their former 8th grade teachers. Owen Brown
Middle’s Social Studies teacher Mr. Vincent
James said the group, ““seemed to enjoy a good
challenge.” Oakland Mills Middle teacher
Mrs. Selsky said they were “one of my favor-
ite classes.” o
Overall, students are making a good tran-
sition from middle school to high school
classes. Freshman Russ Eckell sums it up by
saying, "I hope to learn progressively through
the year.”



the ‘est‘and the bnghttst at Oaldand Mills. 1f
" he’sknown at all, it’s as “the genius”; not many

people take the time to getm know him as a
person..

*Why do you do it all? What is your .

. drlve‘?” Lask him. He pauses, there is silence,

| then he responds, “I guess I've just always

done so well that I expect myself to do well.”
He added that his parents have been an added
push. His parents are surprised if Kevin

doesn’t get straight A’s. :
. His schedule this year is composed of AP
- English, AP Physics, AP Chemistry, AP Span-
ish, AP Psychology, Programming in C, and
Lab Aide for the science department. After
. reeling off this list of five college-level courses
| (more college-level cotirses, in fact, than most
college students), he added, “which I think is
ridiculously difficult... I don’t think I'm gonna

make it'this year,” and laughs.

‘When asked how he copes with the enor-
: mous amount of stress put on him by school
'lly very shy and modest He’s oflcn unno-  andeverything he’sinvolved in, he responded

ity

L guess 1 Jusi like to t‘orget about it fnr afew

minutes... listen to music, go outside and play
basketball... and then when I come in | usu-
ally feel much better and can get back to work
again.” -
On the weekends Kevin ]lkee to go out and
play pool or poker with friends. Often he goes
to events put on by SHOP (of which he’s been

_an active member since his sophomore year).

He also likes to watch football; “That's a
luxury I don't often have.”

Kevin is looking at Rice, Duke, and
Swarthmore as his top three colleges. No one
really doubts he’ll get i, but according to him,
“jt may just come down to money.” He chose
these three schools because they offer merit-
based scholarships. In college, he would like
to continue running and keep in shape.

The most important thing he thinks he’s
contributed so far is his versatility. Contrib-
uting to Oakland Mills High School academi-
cally, athletically, and extracurricular wise,
means a lot to Kevin.

EX-SGA v1ce-pre51dent attends arts
academy in Mlchlgan

ment was Adam’s part1c1pat10n in Manyland s

fngsmﬂuenced his transition from
Ils to a top-rate music school.-
laycddrmm since he was in third
During his first years in high school,
 lead drummer in the symphonic and
ds. Another musical accompllsh

class of '96 scores
',’hlgh Qn PSAT

Stephon Lord, Dean Menegay, Ginny Dye,

photo of: Adam Gold prowded by yearbook

> Elizabeth Renner, Gayle Gillespe, David

Kaplan, Dan Regan, Themby Scott, Terri
Hayman, Lauren’ Knott, Evan Coren, Kira
Krapcho, Anne Ryder Johanna Blakely, Spen—

cer Adamson Stefan Zlmmerman and Shomo

' ,Smha"

o arrive at a composnte score 0 compare 18
- the students nationwide, the verbal score is i

- added twice to the math score. Josh received
- a verbal score of 80 and a math score of 69,

i This gives Kim an index of 229; his overall
ty score being 1490, Noah eamed a 76 verbal
and a 72 math, which gives him a 224 total

n index and a 1480. Kevin received a verbal
1al  score of 71 and a math score of 80, Wthh gives
. h1m a compos:tc score of 222 and an overall

and state solo and ensemble festivals, always
receiving superior ratings.

Adam also participated in the local rock [
band KoanFusion along with senior David

“Kaplanyand @akland:Mills-alomni“Dan Gors
¢ donand Phil Dodge.  KoanFusion saw some
success with the “Columbia Scene.”

'Adam is a diligent student as well. Aside
from-earning good grades, being on the honor

role, ‘and in the National Honor Society, he

also was the 1994-"95 SGA 'vice president.
Furhter, Adam is a very funny and well-
liked person. *“He is‘a talenfed drummer, and
I'am proud to be his friend. I wish him the
best of luck," Senior Johanna Blakely contin-
ued "We had some really fun times, we've

been in school together since kindergarten. I

will miss him a lot.” “Adam could take a bad

- day and make it better,” adds senior Rachel

Nelson, “I can’t wait ‘till he gets back.”

Adam will return to Columbia in Decem-
ber to celebrate the winter holiday . He should
graduate in June, then attend the college of
his choice. His college choice is uncertain,
but whatever his course of study, the future
looks bright for this talented musician.




hy Chris Sadier
this summer,  Oakland

o Dan F“mgmnan attended snmmcr :

though, does not want to be an engineer.
When shewasn’t in classes, she was often

"studymg because there was “a lot of home- ‘

work” assigned. -

Angela recormnends this very producuve .
experience to other students. By the way, she
added that it is free, “you pay to get there-and -

the extra spending money." The tnp was very
~ worthwhile to Angela and it was a great learn-

ing experience that also was enjoyable She -

became friends with many other students, and
has-called and written to some of them.

Miller enrolled in the US-army May 9th
under the Delayed Enlistment Program, an

option for anyone who wants a break in ser-

vice. The person enlists, takes basic training,

__then is released to fulfill another obligation
before reentering military service. :

Miller’s interest in the military is not for=

his father is a 30-year retired Master -

eign;
Sergeant (US Navy); his mother, Cpt. Susan

- Miller, is serving her 29th yearin the US Navy.

Chris too plans to make the military his ca-
reer, despite his parents’ difference of opin-

~ ion: "My dad is all for it; but my Mom wants

me to go to college,” Chris admitted, . .
~ After graduation, Miller will complete Ad-

~~vanced-Individual:Training:instrack:vehicles-

repair, then attend airborne school.

Michelle taught children from ages 9 to 12

| how to do the basic moves of soccer includ-
“ing passing and shooting the ball. The Soccer

Camp took place at several schools including

- Oakland Mills, Centennial, and Elkton.
Michelle worked with students at all schools.” -

Some Oakland Mills alumni also worked
with Mr. Shea. They included Matt Sutton,

Keith Murphy, Aaron Dane, and Dante Wash- .

ington. Washington who is an @lympic and

United States national soccer player was the.

main attraction at Shea’s camp.
According to Michelle, the children had a

great time at the camp. Michelle also had fun

working with Mr. Shea and Dante Washing-

“ton, She thought working at the camp was a

good experience for her future.

tion, Transmission, and Transformation of I_n-
formation.

College has a véry different structure from '

high school,” said Fingerman. “There is much
more reading and writing involved.” He also

mentioned that classes aren’t necessarily ev-

eryday or back to back, but there was little

_ discussion in class, and Dan was expected to:
_ understand everythmg he read. His grade was

determined by one or two exams and a three-

hour final.  When asked about the Harvard A

campus, Dan smd that it was, “... nice,’ and

£ well laid out.”

- AtM. T Ange]a took Phys1cs Calcu]us 1
: Blophysmal Chemistry, Writing, and Design. <
In one class, she had to do some engmeermgf. ,
_ with others in a group; they had to bu]]d acar. |
and compete it against other groups Angela,

Josh Warner-Burke by M. Flanzralch
_This past summer senior. Josh Warner—

'Burke participated in an exchange program
with Cergy-Pontoise, France. For Josh, who -

has studied French since seventh grade, France
was an exciting experience

Mindy Wiltshire by Steve Wissing :
_LastJuly,j Jumor Mindy Wiltshire did some
thmg that few ofher Columbia Students ‘are

-able to-do:She-lived 1nv_Ba1:pelona, Spain for
-one month with her two friends, Irma and

Rebekah Bowser by L. Harvey

Last year proved to be a challenging one
for-senior Rebekah Bowser, who spent her
Junior year as an exchange student in La Speza,
Italy. Rebekah and 350 other teens from

A

==

- Lori Harvey by Llam Straton , -
Because Dan only ook two classes he had- .
time to get involved in extracurricular activi-
ties such as volunteering in a local home]ess‘;
shelwn playmg tcnms or volleybalL

. Thie - st have had.

This summer while many students - were at
home sleepmg oL loungmg around Lorl

“food. i

and Laida who do speak Exlghsh E jery time

~Now. shesays “I actua]ly en_joy g

- quired to spent a minimum of 20 hours a we k_

s country s top political decision ma

Lori had the optlon of eaming two c
credits. In order to be accepted, s
'-'qmred to send in a ttanscnd‘"t .

erythmg was blgger’

great time, .
In Barcelona Mmdy spo

.she heard a new. word she wrote it down and
studied every mght When Mindy. needed o

_ go to the doctor, she also had to know Span:—,

ish. “The doctor’s English was so bad hat I

asked him to speak Spanish so T could under-

stand,” explamed Mmdy

thoUght‘4tl1at panis

ish class o
‘around the world were chosen to part1 pate-
in the AFS exchange program for the 19 95
school year. -
. Rebekah stayed with her 17 year»old hosj,

Alessandro, and his. famliy ‘While there, she '
attended a native Italian school, studying Ital- -

~ ian, English, Ttalian history, Italian art, math,

science, and religion. Because the school he"} |
attended was a language school, she was re-

studying just language . and the arts. “It was
really hard,” admitted Rebekah “but ju stth

Neva Negn, an Itallan exchange sfudent,
currently l:vmg with her farmly

While at thlS seminar in Washmgton, ]
Lori and the rest of | herclass had the chai
talk to and ask it quesuons of some

receive direct answers. As apart of




_-ontmué thé

'teams the results from the home meet on Sep-
tember 26 were’ 'véry promising. The boys
fended their 11-year winning streak by beat-
: mg the defendmg county champions Wilde

~Lake by a narrow margin of two points, while

. the Lady Scorps, who easily defeated Wilde .

Lake by 21 points, showed signs of retummg
1o last year’s: hlgh form.

Desplte their performance at the season's

~ opening home meet, the defending champlon

Lady Scoxps did not perform as expected

 throughout the first month of the season. “I

_ don’t ever remember a 'squad being as snake-

- bitten as this group with injuries,” said Coach

~ Steve Carnahan. The team had been running

~ without junior Justine Lutterodt, who is recoy-

> ermg from a stress fracture; and all-county

_ team member Dawn Strait, who had knee sur-

~ gery last m(mth‘ Currently leading the Lady

Scorps are junior all-county team member

- Lauren Drake, senior co-captain Rachel

* Nelson, seniors Liz Ball and Jessica Matthews,

and freshman Sarah Condon. Condon, as well
 as sophomore Kristin Sunderdick, have both
becn strong contributors as ﬁrst year runners.
- “Our team shows strength we’ve never had
before. Along with training hard at practices
ﬂunng the season, a lot of us ran over the sum-
~ mer,” commented Nelson. :
~ Despite a slow start, including an eighth-
place finish at the Jack Griffin Invitational and
a tenth-place finish at the Howard County In-
- ‘vitational, the team is still optimistic about the *
 rest of the season. “We're looking better now
that we are getting some of our runners back
from injuries,” said Ball.
~_ Of this year's Boys' Cross-Country Team,
senior fri-captain Steve Petro said, “Our team
has a tremendous amount of potential. For
the first part of the season, the potential went
unfulfilled, but judging from performance at
~ the home meet, we are now well on our way
- to living up to the expected performance level
that has come to represent Oakland Mills
Cross-Country.” Petro, one of last year's all-
county and all-metro selection, will lead the
team as it Tuns against the toughest county
competition in years.

Other runners who have been competing
 for varsity positions include senior tri-captains:
' Sean Harbaugh and Dean Menegay, seniors

Kevin Willians, Michael Herdson, and Danny

Brown, and juniors Joseph Schoney and Chris
~ Oxford. “This year’s team has a comraderie
_‘that pushes each runner to put forth his best
effort, which creates a pride in the team and
the school,” commented Menegay.

Like the girls' team, the boys' cross-coun--
try team has not performed as anticipated
throughout the first month of the season. The
team finished ninth at the Jack Griffin Invita-

_tional, fourth at the Howard County Invita- -

_“tional, and fifth at the Westminster Invitational.

Despite the sub-standard results, Coach
' Carnahan remains optimistic. “The current
~ group of runners is doing everything it can,”

“commented Coach Carnahan, “In that respect,

T am very satisfied with the effort.”
Though the team has already come up short
_against county rivals Wilde Lake, Centennial,
and Atholton, the squad has the potential to;
place well in the county, regional, and state
“championship meets. . i

' Football team look td. 1

‘ by Kokya Hayes : o -
_ - The Oakland Mills Var51ty Football team <

kicked off a new season with a big bang on
Fnday September 8, by winning its first game

~ against Aberdeen.
"I’m really looking forward to this year,”

said junior running back, Quan Davis as he

excitedly paced back and forth. “I think we’re §}
.going to do very well, " he continued with a -

grin. Coach Singleton agreed. "We’re relying

on our defense squad and quick running

game," he commented.

Most of the players, including sophomdre

offensive tackles Paul Duffy and Mark
Tumbough feel that with all the talent on the
team, their season will be the best that OM
has had-in a long time. "We're going to do
real well ," Duffy said with excitement. "With
alot of talent; this is going to beé a serious sea-
son,” Turnbough concurred. Oakland Mills

has great skillful players like Irving Conwell,

Brain Howard, Fardan Carter, Antiwan Jones,
Matt Rollman, and Paul Brown.

Ranking number 1 in the Howard County
varsity football league, the Oakland Mills
Scorpions are charging their way to the top of
their division. "The in-county only trouble
we'll face is with Wilde Lake," said senior
cornerback Paul Brown, as he talked about
OM’s only threat on the field. " Wilde Lake is

_ good, but I think we could beat them," he said.

OM was defeated by Fort Hill in the play-
‘offs for State Championship last year, by a

- score of 30-18. The players believed they lost

‘do to numerous uncontrollable circuristances.
"The game was filled with a lot of hostile

OM's varsity football team talk about their strategy before the game.

emotions, but the outcome was a learning exp Thomas Johnson, neither-of which were ex-
erience, because it mentally prepared us for pected. "We played well, but the offensive
next season,” said senior offensive guard line didn’t give enough tim'e for the QB to
Carlos Mungo. "It put a reminder-in all the throw the ball," senior receiver/quarterback,
returning players heads, that we have one goal = Casey Moffett, said regarding their first loss

'year's first round exit.

-and one goal only: that is to repeat as County
Champions and bring the first State Champi-

onship to OM Football," Mungo continued.

against Linganore.
After an 0-1-2 start, the Scorpions will have
to be perfect in county play to advance to the-

Senior quarterback/defensive back Irving State Playoffs -

Conwell agrees. "I'm really mad, because I
thought we were better than that team,"

Conwell said regarding Fort Hill; "but we’re
building from last year." Conwell is expect-
ing not only an appearance in the State Play-
offs, but a marked improvement over last

This’ goal, while plausible, will be dfficult
after two consecutive losses to Linganore and.-

With-all the running, working on plays, and

excellent effort on the part of both coachesand
athletes during practices, Oakland Mills foot-
ball players wants to meet their goals of
achieving county and state championships.
Being ranked at fifth in the state by the Balti-
~ more Sun, the Scorpions do not have far to go
to meet theif goal, and bring the spirit back to
OM football.

Girls' soccer sets sights on state
championship

by Spencer Adamson

The members of the Oakland Mills Girls’
Varsity Soccer team were up with the fog on
the morning of August 15. It was that day
that the 1995 season began; however, the quest
for the 1995 State Championship began last
fall, after a 3-1 loss to Fallston in the State
Final. Columbia Flyer “Player to Watch,” se-
nior Ginny Dye, will be content with nothing
less than to eclipse the mark made last year:
to win the 2A State Championship.

““While this goal is indeed possible, Sabrina
Warner, Dye’s senior' co-captain, acknowl-
edges the difficulty of such a feat. “Hopefully
by the time we reach the playoffs, everyone
will buckle down and be ready for what’s
ahead,” Warner explained.

Dye, who has aspirations to play Division

I soccer after graduation, is counting on a suc-
cessful playoff to attract attention from col-
lege scouts. Major intercollegiate soccer pro-
grams are traditionally well represented at
Maryland’s State Final games. Barring a di-
sastrous season or a major injury, Dye should
be in line for a substantial athletic scholarship.

Coach Steve Matters’ team began with an
auspicious 0-1-2 start that included a rough
season opener at Seton Keough, whom the
Scorpions beat by five goals last year, includ-
ing three by Dye, a 1-1 draw with Arundel,
and a 2-1 loss to Fallston, who garnered a na-
tional ranking. Although winless in their first
three games, the Oakland Mills girls were

ranked number four by the Washington Post,

a rank that brought hope to the team; along
with a huge hunk of responsibility. “It made

_my day, but now we have a lot to live up to,”
Warner said. If the Washington Post is cor-
rect, the team should come around. With an
imposing schedule that includes three poten-
tially nationally ranked teams: Fallston, who
narrowly bettered this year’s Scorpions best
effort to date; McDonough, with Parade All-
American Lauri Schwoy; and county rival
Centennial, led by 1994 Howard County
Player of the Year Lauren Molinaro. Other
tough games will be against Wilde Lake, with
Columbia Flyer “Player to Watch,” Amanda
Berman, and the perenmally strong Glenelg
squad. _

The skill; experience, leadership, and de-
sire to achieve their goal should lead the Scor-
pions past these bumps in the road. Senior
strikers Dye, who led the team in goals last
season, ‘and Antionette Bwalya both have im-
mense scoring potential. Senior outside
midfielders Rachel Wisnieski and Katie
Vatalaro provide tough physical play and ex-
ceptional speed on opposite sides of the field.
Stablhty is the strength of center sophomore
midfielders Noelle Brown and Leslie Miller.
Warner, along with junior Stephanie Romach,
junior stopper Michelle Osterberger, and

“sophomore sweeper Jennifer J ohnson provide

stellar ‘defense. The goalkeeper position is
filled by Junior Niyeshia Ford, a second team
all-county selection her sophomore year, who
protected five consecutive shotouts through

: the Regional playoffs and into the States.
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oM boys' “ SOccer looks to repeat

by Ellwood Greene

The boys' soccer team opens the new sea-

 son ranked in the top 10 in the state. Not only

s the team looking to repeat as state champs,
~ but they will play one of the toughest sched-
ules in the state.

« think we will be a good offensive team,”
said head coach Don Shea. “We will be an ex-
perienced team that should be able to com-
pete with anyone.”

The Scorps will have 25 players on the
opening roster, including 15 returning seniors.
 Some players include four-year varsity and
Jeading scorer from last year, Simon Bwalya,

team captain Daniel Stoutenborough,
mi;dficlder Luke Tourtlotte, striker Zuri

_ Bamnes, striker Jason Gotis, and goal keeper

~ Chris Miller. In addition to the 15 seniors,

: :me are 6 juniors and 4 sophomores. Other

ey players returning from last years team are

Mark Zirkle, Joe Mitcheli, and Paul Sanin.

Some of these team members received in-

vidual honors for their performances last

year. This list includes Simon Bwalya, who

was a second team all-metro and all-county
pérformer. Joining him on the all-county team

was striker Zuri Barnes and sweeper Dan

Stoutenborough. Coach Shea also was named

metro coach-of-the-year. He has collected

jght state championships while coaching soc-
rat Oakland Mills. Eight state titles is more

than any other school in the state.

/Although the team's loss of players such as

Cartwright, Mike Jenkins, and Kyle

Stephens will hurt the team leadership, there

is a lot of depth and experience on this years

by Sabrina Warner

~ Senior Ginny Dye
is used to reporters
asking her questions
about the latest record
shie has set, or how
he scored the goal |
that won the game for g
er team. She has HE
been a three sport varsity athlete since her
flﬁshman year. Dye is the starting striker for
' soccer, the point guard for the basketball team,
‘and plays an important role in the success of
the outdoor track team. In addition to her
: W as an athlete she is also an excellent
~ Student. She has a 3.95 GPA and is ranked

number ten in her class.

With statistics like Dye’s it is no surprise
that she is interested in excellent schools such
as Penn State, Brown University, and Wake
Forest. Soccer is her primary sport and she
Plans to continue playing in college at a divi-
sion 1 school like Brown, which is one of her
19p choices right now.

Last year Dye made First Team All County,
 the All-State (eam, and the All-metro team, she
~ Islooking to hopefully repeat her success this
- Year. Dye is one of the leading forces behind
 the varsity women’s soccer team last year. She
Was the Jeading scorer, the cause of many of
: “'ﬁoﬂugoah,mdge;mnlmspmnonalfome
0d team Jeader. This year much of the same
“W from Dye.

photo by Christine Caldaro

team. Juniors Chris Ford, Vaughn Stebbins, and
Brad Mosher should help to provide depth to
this team which is stacked with senior players.
One "Player To Watch" according to the Co-
lumbia Flyer, is Zuri Barnes. This article also
recognized Simon Bwalya and Dan
Stoutenborough.

"We hope to improve our goal tending by
working at it everyday," said coach Shea. To
do this, the Scorps added John Sunderdick, and
converted Chris Miller from stopper to help out
veteran goalie Matt West.

This year’s schedule is no cakewalk for the
defending state champs. Last year to get to the
championship game, they had to beat teams
such as Glenelg, Rockville, North Harford, and
in the final game, Middletown. This year the
Scorps will play tough in-county teams such as

by Sabrina Warner
When someone
stands over six feet tall,
weighs over 200
pounds, is the starting
runningback and line-
backer for the varsity §
football team, and
maintains an A+ aver- b
age, it comes as no surprise that he is recruited
by top universities across the nation.

Howard has been looked at by schools such
as Brown University, Cornell University, Duke
University, Stanford University, Carnegie
Mellon University and the Naval Academy.
Although Brown, which is an Ivy League
school, cannot offer him any scholarships, the
other schools are offering financial incentives.

Howard has been a strong football player
since middle school, He has potential to be a
very good player in college, providing he be-
comes a nastier,” commented offensive coach
Sam Singleton. Not only is Howard a very
skilled football player, but he also excels aca-
demically. He has a 3.89 GPA, and has a class
rank of 27 out of 263 students.

Howard's story is extraordinary because he
has recently lost his mother, one of his stron-
gest supporters. But with the caring support of
his father, brothers Anthony, and David, and sis-
ter Karen, coupled with an incredibly strong
will, Howard will carry on to become one of
OMHS's most successful student athletes.

Centennial, Howard, and Hammond. The
undisputed game to watch is the second-to-
last game of the season at home against Cen-
tennial. "Our toughest games will be against
our in-county rivals," said coach Shea enthu-
siastically.

“We work hard and give a lot of effort,"
said senior striker Zuri Barnes. "One day at
a time, any team can get beat on any given
day," Joe Mitchell said. " If we play hard we
have enough depth to compete with anyone,”
said junior Chris Ford. To prepare for the sea-
son the team had long summer practices
which included running and intense drills.
With this talent and experience, this is a team
that believes it can win. "We will continue
to get better as season goes on," said captain
Dan Stoutenborough.

Top senior athletes search for colleges

by S. Adamson

At the Oakland
Mills home Cross-
country meet, the
only people that
could follow Steve
Petro’s orange and
black jersey was the
crowd: the opposing & vl
runners had lost track of him. After he led
his team to a narrow two point victory, ev-
eryone on the team, including coach Steve
Carnahan, was ecstatic with Petro’s blue-rib-
bon run.

But after the fall has gone by, after the
1995 cross-country season has receded to the
back of Petro’s mind, the 1996 division I sea-
son will be in the forefront. So what team's
jersey will his opponents be losing track of
then?

The gold and green of the College of Wil-
liam and Mary is Petro’s preferred jersey, and
therefore the one he will most likely wear.
Other possibilities include Wake Forest,
Haverford College, the University of Rich-
mond, University of Maryland at College
Park, and Brown University.

"Steve is a strong candidate to be a Divi-

sion I runner," said Cainahan, his mentor. eh |=

‘Field Hockey
striving for a
winning season

by Erica Burr

Things are looking good for the Varsity and
the Junior Varsity Field Hockey teams. They
have the ability to have a winning season. The
players have a lot of drive, team unity and the
will to win. "I’'m looking forward to a suc-
cessful year with players who have a lot of
heart and aggressiveness,” said senior and
team captain Whitney Sale.

There are many returning players on Var-
sity. Seniors Carolyn Schultz, Anne Ryder,
Christie Stewart and junior Melissa Hampshire
have played on Varsity since their sophomore
year. Some key defense players are Captain
Whitney Sale, Captain Katie Combs and
Carolyn Schultz. A key offense player is
Christie Stewart. Anne Ryder, who also this
past summer played in a league in Europe, is
a major midfield player.

This year, the offense has a greater chance
to score, and the team should be stronger in
county competition. "The team seems to be
gelling out, and we should be good competi-
tion for any team," said senior Carolyn
Schultz. There are open regionals this year,
so the field hockey team will undoubtedly play
in them. ;

All the players, including Coach Chris
Marsiglia who wants the team to succeed as a
team, not just to win, have a lot of enthusi-
asm. "I’'m really happy to be a part of this
year’s field hockey team because of how well
we all work together and how we all have the
determination and will to win," said captain
and senior Katie Combs.

Things are looking pretty good for the Jun-
ior Varsity Field Hockey team as well. The

" team is working hard together with their

coach, Paula Cooney, to play their best. "I
think we have a good team and we will do
better than we did last year," said returning
sophomore Rebecca Klein.

On Saturday, September 9, both Varsity and
Junior Varsity went to St. Paul’s schools for a
playday. As they scrimmaged against other
teams, it helped them to learn more about each
other and also brought the teams closer to-
ether.

continued "He is way above where Greg was [f= =

last year," Carnahan said in reference to
former Oakland Mills and current Brown
University runner Greg Curtis.
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~ Triathlete Keith Jackson ranked

by Sabrina Warner ‘
Being the best at what you do is not an
easy thing to accomplish. It takes a lot of hard
work and dedication to get to the top. Senior
Keith Jackson is one individual who works
hard and gets recognized for his talent. He is
fourth in the nation among all triathalon ath-

letes. : :

~Jackson earned this honor in Chicago, on
August 27,1995, where the national race was
held. There were over 30 participants from
- all around the nation at the race, all trying to

become number one. After one mile of swim-
ming, 25 miles of biking, and six miles run-"
ning, Jackson finished ahead of about 25 other
athletes, eaming a fourth place finish and na- ,
tional rank. In order to qualify for the national
race, Keith participated in the Columbia Tri-
athalon. However, in order to ensure that he
had qualified, he raced in the Marathon Sports
triathalon where he requalified.

Unlike most top national-level atheletes,
Keith has not been racing all his life. "I got
started when I saw the Ironman triathalon on
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by Jennie Nagle

This year’s Varsity and JV volleyball teams
are looking forward to a victorious season. Se-
niors Jean Haverstick and Lisa Skaggs, who
are the Varsity team captains, will attempt to
lead the Scorps in improving their previous

- Volleyball looks to

better their record

record of six wins, nine losses. According to
sophomore JV player Erin Moore, "They give
the team a lot of incentive and enthusiasm."
She went on.to say, "It is necessary for us to
have these things in order to be a good team,
and we are [good] because of that."

Five of the varsity team’s nine losses last
year came against Glenelg and Centennial, so
naturally this year's most challenging games
will be those played against these teams. "We
had a hard time against Centennial and Glenelg
last year, and we are hoping to be able to come
together as a team and beat them this year,"
said Moore.

Last year Glenelg beat Oakland Mills' Var-
sity team three times during the regular sea-
son, and again in the regionals. Glenelg de-
feated the Scorpions twice by the score of three
to one and once three to zero. However, sopho-
more Alison Roach predicted a change for this
year's team. "They’re going to do very well
(against Glenelg) this year, much better than
last year," she said.

The JV Volleyball Team is hoping that this
season can be as good as the last one, which

- fourth in the nation

T.V. Joe Nassau got me into it,” he commented.
That was in 1992, when he and Nassau took a
class to learn more about the sport and how to
train for triathalons.

His racing season lasts from early March
to the end of November; however, his train-
ing season begins as early as December. Once
races start, depending on the month, he could
have up to three races a month. There are two
basic types of triathalons: sprint distance, and
Olympic distance. For the sprint distance races
the swimming is 1/2 mile, biking is 15 miles,
and running is 3 miles. In the Olympic dis-
tance race swimming is 1 mile, biking is 25
miles, and running is 6 miles. Triathalons are
hard and very demanding and there is intense
training involved. The endurance necessary to
complete one of these trying races, especally
competitively, is more than the average per-
son can.handle.

“I usually run or bike in the afternoons
stated Keith. He went on to explain that he
alternates the days he runs and bikes, he swims
at night three or four times a week, he bikes
six days a week, and lifts weights two or three
days a week. In the fall all the training he
does on his own is on top of his training for
cross-country.

“"I wasn’t feeling the greatest at nation-
als, but I did all right,” commented Keith. With
all the hard work Keith puts into succeeding
in his sport, its no wonder that he wants to
qualify for the World tournament next year.
He has the potential to go all the way, but we’ll
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= bave to wait until'next year to seeif he cam
‘ become a world champion. S

Soccer standout Daniel
Stoutenborough gains
European experience

by Spencer Adamson
Daniel
Stoutenborough has
played soccer since he
was a toddler. Heisa
three-year letterman
for the Oakland Mills
Scorpions, and was
the anchor of last
year’s State Championship team. His current
club team, the Columbia Rangers, made an ap-
pearance in the Maryland State Cup finals and
the quarterfinals of the Columbia Invitational,
one of the top four nationwide soccer tourna-
ments in terms of prestige. His former club
team, Columbia City United, was two time
Maryland State Champions and qualified once
for the Eastern Regionals. This summer,
Stoutenborough added to his list of soccer at-
tributes by playing as a guest player for the
Eastern Regional Champion Richmond Mon-
archs.
His European jaunt included a two-week
series of games against top German competi-
tion. Of the nine games the team played,

Local sports-‘ .

rankings: what are

they worth?

by Spencer Adamson

While flipping through the Tuesday paper’s
sports page, I read that after the second week

of the soccer season, the Oakland Mills Girls’
Varsity Soccer Team was ranked fourth in the
Washington Post, and seventh in the Baltimore
Sun. Their record was 0-2-2. The Football
Team, who was ranked in the top fifteen in
both of these major metropolitan newspapers,
had a record of 1-2. I'm not trying to say that
either of these teams is poor, or that they don’t
deserve respect; I'm saying that the ranking
system is severly out of whack.

So I was wondering: How do the get these
rankings? On what basis do they determine if
team A comes before team B? Rick Belz, Sun
Staff Writer and notorious fan of Centennial,
told me that compiling the rankings happens
when all the local sports staff writers and edi-
tors sit around a table and make a list. I was
hesitant to ask how long this processs takes. I
wouldn’t have believed the answer anyway.

Last year’s final boys’ soccer rankings read
as follows: 1. Centennial, 2. Archbishop
Curley, 3. Calvert Hall, 4. Oakland Mills. The
funny thing about these rankings is that the
third ranked Calvert Hall played the second
ranked Archbishop Curley three times that
season: Twice in the regular season, which
the two teams split, and one in the MIAA
championship game, which Calvert.Hall won
decicively. A week later these rankings came

out.

I called the Waskington Post's Sports Sec-

tion and asked how the rankings are compiled.
T was told that it was an independant vote by:

the local sports wirters who specialize in that
sport. The football guys vote for the football
teams, and the soccer guys.vote for the soccer-
teams. This got me thinking: how many of
those voting writers have seen every team that
they’re going to rank? How do they know if-
Oakland Mills is better than Loyela if they;
never go head to head? Do these guys hon-
estly know who can beat who if they never
play?

Gilman, an MIAA school that plays against
the likes of Calvert Hall, Curley, Loyola, and
other ‘Baltimore private schools, had a pre-
season soccer ranking of seven. One week
later, Gilman was beat 3-0 by Oakland Mills,

crushed 5-1 by Curley, and embarassed 6-0

by Calvert Hall. They were later beaten by
Mount St. Joe, Loyola, and McDonough, all :
of who were ranked below Gilman. The blurb
in the paper that accompanied Gilman’s num-
ber seven rank read, “This is the year of the
Greyhound.” :

I'm not suggesting that the ranking system
be abolished, perhaps not even reformed.

When I think of how often the college rankings -

done by the Associated Press, which have been
altered and perfected since their conception
to make an absolute ordered list of the best
teams in the land, are absolutely wrong, I up.-
derst.and that reform doesn’t help. It’s n’ot the
ranking systems that need to change, it’s the

ended with a winning record of ten wins and - Soutenborough scored in four, making hima people's perception of the ranks, P, '
five losses. Since "Coach Lesikar kept every  very valuable addition to the Regional Cham- to realize that el e - People Il‘eed
single freshman this year," Erin Moore is hope-  pion Monarchs. He found the trip extremely noisy, smoky room e, made uP in a
ful that the effort from freshman, sophomores  peneficial because it was a new level of com-* 00 many games. The amy who ha‘v_en tseen
who helped the team to finish so successfully - petition that could not be found in America, are an b uesy . not deﬁpmvg. They
last year, and captains Sarah Berndt, Lindsey He was also introduced to a uni que soccer style  ifevery team pmged § of what might h&bpen
McElroy, and Laura Zimmerman, the team can  that can only be found abroad, i it fonnat)i,\re i\‘t’fdryet‘:amh The rankings ‘

tertaining if per.

do at least as well as last year.

ceived in this way,
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' \[REE FRE NCH FRIES
CRAB i v WITH SANDWICH
SROOD HOUSE g s
Shrinnp, Oysters, Live Lobster, and :
Fresh Fish Dail kesnsenumeneEnnEEEEs

*Try Our NEW Carry-Out Menu For Lunch or Dinner ¢
* Steamed Crabs Available Year Round »

* Soups, Salads, Crab Cakes Homemade Daily ®

Luncheon Specials Include: ~ Dinner Platers Include;

To Phone In Order
call 301-596-5492

» Soups & Sandwiches v (b Cae Conveniently located n the
o e CrabCa@s Ockland Mills Village Center off

» Chicken Salad ned Shrmp & OPers 7o e il Road or tevens

* Shrimp Salad + Scallops, fish Forest road.

+ Bufalo Wings and the list goes on,

» Hot Maryland Crab Dip and a host of other choices
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Musical Theatre
Creative Dramatics

Theatre Dances
Grades K-Adults

Artistic Director - Fobiyy COxenastein
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DO vou HAVE A POEM
‘OR SHORT STORV

- YOUVE I
ALWAYS WANTED TO |
PUBLISH?

IF SO, SUBMIT IT TO

THE OIS
LITERARY
MINGAZINE,

| SEE MR. WRIGHT OR PUT YOUR
| WRITING IN THE LIT MAG BOX IN
THE FRONT OFFICE. |

Support

I ntematwnal

Club

 French Club
Ttalian Club

Spanish Club
German Club

Latin Club
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. THE OAKLAND MILLS : O, YOU STILI
- DRama pEpArRTMENT i HAVEN'T BOUGHT
- i YOUR YEARBOOK?
OIRS' 8 If you wait until October 31, the
_ : s price will increase ' "
oy wem smow R L e
MS HOLLY P%SCIULLO, ADI;‘R.E.’CTOR E $35 to $40’ | .
~ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 : s ! P
s , : @ Then, the price will g0 up every ,
. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28 - & month until it reaches $50! j
~ AT 8:00 PM : 270 |
THE OARLAND MILLS HIeH schoow' fj DO yOu really want to
~ AUDITORIUM pay $50? s |
ADULTS: §5 . e | ,
J, STUDENTS: %4 it ‘?ee‘i‘w.yearbo?k rep or ,
. UNDER 12: $2 : S. Virginia Curtis, Room 210,
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